
ether for obstetric anaesthesia will hardly find ac-
ceptance in this part of the country ; and as he
does not describe the use and advantages of ether,
this want has been supplied by the editor. Chloral,
bromide of ethyl, and cocaine receive adequate
consideration. Parvin's chapter on the Anomalies
of the Forces in Labor, embracing also a consider-
ation of pelvic deformities and fœtal anomalies, is
written in the author's well-known clear and schol-
arly style.As a whole, the volume deserves to rank well
among similar works ; and while not adapted to
the use of the student it will doubtless be favor-
ably received by the studious physician. The ap-
pearance of the second volume will be awaited with
interest.
The Urine and the Common Poisons. Memoranda,

Chemical and Microscopical, for Laboratory Use.
By J. W. Holland, M. D., professor of Medical
Chemistry and Toxicology, Jefferson Medical
College. Illustrated. Second edition, revised
and much enlarged. Philadelphia: P. Blakiston,
Son & Co., 1888.

Chemical Experiments for Medical Students. Ar-
ranged after Beilstein. By W. S. Christopher,
M.D., demonstrator of chemistry, Medical College
of Ohio. Cincinnati: Robert Clarke & Co. 1888.
These books may be properly noticed together,

inasmuch as both have been prepared with the
same object in view, namely, to furnish a laboratory
guide for the use of students of medicine.

Dr. Holland's work is limited to the chemistry of
the urine and of poisons. It is a book which we
can cordially recommend as in every respect an ex-
cellent one for use in the laboratory.

Dr. Christopher in his book first describes the
chemical properties of nearly all the more impor-
tant inorganic and organic compounds, whether
poisons in the ordinary acceptation of the term or
not. This part of the work will be found satisfac-
tory so far as it goes. We do not, however, believe
with the author that systematic qualitative analysis
should be wholly omitted, as not adapted to the
wants of the medical student.

In physiological chemistry, the work deals with
the proteidsand carbo-hydrates, the digestive pro-
cesses, blood, bile, milk, and urine. The amount of
instruction indicated by the author in these sub-
jects will hardly satisfy the requirements of the
medical student of to-day. The section on urine is
especially unsatisfactory.
The Physicians' Visiting List for 1889. Philadel-

phia: P. Blakiston, Son & Co.
This is the thirty-eighth year of publication of

this compact and excellent Visiting List. It is
arranged for 25 patients per week. ;.The blank
pages are preceded by 32 pages of valuable data,
including a number of useful diagrams.

—

The Androscoggin Medical Association desire
to have a general hospital established in Lewiston,
Me. A committee has been appointed to take initia-
tory steps to the obtaining of a charter, and to make
other provisions towards this end.

A SIDE LIGHT UPON THE PLAGUE OF
THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY.

Among the great plague years in the history of
the city of London is the year 1563. Two
centuries and more before, the Black Death, made
forever famous and awful by the pen of Boccacio,
had devastated Europe, and just a century later
the pestilence took its final farewell of England.
But 1563 was a bad year for the inhabitants of
London. A glimpse of it, interesting to every
student of the history of medicine, has just been
presented in two old volumes, reprinted by the
Early English Text Society. The one,1 the work of
Thomas Vicary, chief surgeon to Saint Bartholomew's
hospital, first appeared in 1548 and was reissued
in 1577 by the surgeon of Saint Bartholomew's.
It contains, besides a treatise on human anatomy
and various interesting contemporary documents,
to some of which we may take occasion to refer at
a future time, certain orders of the mayor and alder-
men of the city of London, called forth by the
plague. For instance, at a meeting, November 15,
1547, the lord mayor reported that it was the wish
of the chancellor that signals should be displayed
over houses where the plague was. It was or-
dered that householders in such cases should dis-
play in forty days a cross of Saint Anthony upon
their houses, and that all wells and pumps should
be drawn three times a week, and twelve buckets of
water poured down the street gutters. In 1563,
the worst year of the disease, it was ordered that
two hundred blue headless crosses should be
made for the chamberlain, to be set up on the door-
posts of infected houses. Three days later two hun-
dred more crosses were ordered. Again two days

 The Anatomic of the Bodie of Man, liy Thomas Vicary, sergeantof surgeons to Henry V11L, Queen Mary, Edward VI.. anil Qu en
Elizabeth; master of the Barber >iirgeoiis' Company and chief sur-
geon to St. Bartholomew's hospital, London. 154S-t>2. Early EnglishText Society. Extra series liil. 1S8S.

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at KINGS COLLEGE LONDON on September 15, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.


